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RECOGNIZING THE CIVIL AIR
PATROL

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the outstanding
work of the Civil Air Patrol, otherwise
known as CAP. I have had personal ex-
perience with Civil Air Patrol, as my
son, Trey, was a member of the Civil
Air Patrol while in high school. He
gained valuable leadership skills that
led him to graduating from the U.S.
Naval Academy and now serving as a
captain in the U.S. Marine Corps.

The Civil Air Patrol protects our
homeland by serving as the Air Force’s
official auxiliary. CAP is active in all
50 States.

Last year alone, the Civil Air Patrol
saved 130 lives while responding to dev-
astating mnatural disasters such as
floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, and
wildfires. CAP also helped States dis-
tribute COVID-19 test Kkits, personal
protective equipment, and other essen-
tial goods, making it their largest mo-
bilization effort since World War II.

Greater funding for the force will
allow the Civil Air Patrol to train
more pilots, continue its cadet pro-
gram, and purchase much-needed
equipment. I want to thank the Civil
Air Patrol national legislative coordi-
nator, Dr. Gerald Marketos, for his
strong leadership and compassionate
commitment to our Nation. I urge my
colleagues to join me and Representa-
tive MIKE THOMPSON to support Civil
Air Patrol funding appropriation re-
quests for fiscal year 2022.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————
PUPPIES  ASSISTING WOUNDED
SERVICEMEMBERS FOR VET-

ERANS THERAPY ACT

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1448) to direct the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot
program on dog training therapy, and
to amend title 38, United States Code,
to authorize the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to provide service dogs to vet-
erans with mental illnesses who do not
have mobility impairments, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1448

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Puppies As-
sisting Wounded Servicemembers for Vet-
erans Therapy Act’ or the “PAWS for Vet-
erans Therapy Act’.

SEC. 2. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
PILOT PROGRAM ON DOG TRAINING
THERAPY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of the Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall com-
mence the conduct of a pilot program to pro-
vide canine training to eligible veterans di-
agnosed with post-traumatic stress disorder
(in this section referred to as “PTSD”) as an
element of a complementary and integrative
health program for such veterans.

(b) DURATION; MEDICAL CENTERS.—

(1) DURATION.—The Secretary shall carry
out the pilot program under subsection (a)
for a five-year period beginning on the date
of the commencement of the pilot program.

(2) MEDICAL CENTERS.—The Secretary shall
ensure that such pilot program is carried out
by not fewer than five medical centers of the
Department of Veterans Affairs located in
geographically diverse areas.

(¢c) AGREEMENTS WITH ENTITIES.—In car-
rying out the pilot program under subsection
(a), the Secretary shall seek to enter into
agreements with nongovernmental entities
that the Secretary determines have the dem-
onstrated ability to provide the canine train-
ing specified in subsection (a).

(d) REQUIRED CONDITIONS.—The Secretary
shall include in any agreement under sub-
section (c) conditions requiring that the non-
governmental entity seeking to enter into
the agreement—

(1) submits to the Secretary certification
that the entity is an accredited service dog
training organization;

(2) agrees to ensure that veterans partici-
pating in the pilot program under subsection
(a) receive training from certified service
dog training instructors for a period of time
determined appropriate by the entity;

(3) agrees to ensure that veterans partici-
pating in such pilot program are prohibited
from having access to a dog under such pilot
program at any time during such participa-
tion without the supervision of a certified
service dog training instructor;

(4) agrees to ensure that veterans partici-
pating in such pilot program receive training
in skills unique to the needs of the veteran
to address or alleviate PTSD symptoms of
the veteran;

(b) agrees not to use shock collars or prong
collars as training tools and to use positive
reinforcement training; and

(6) agrees to provide any follow-up training
support specified in subsection (e)(2), as ap-
plicable.

(e) ADOPTION OF DOG.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A veteran who has partici-
pated in the pilot program under subsection
(a) may adopt a dog that the veteran assisted
in training during such pilot program if the
veteran and the veteran’s health provider (in
consultation with the entity that provided
the canine training with respect to the dog
under such pilot program) determine that it
is in the best interest of the veteran.

(2) FOLLOW-UP TRAINING SUPPORT.—If a vet-
eran adopts a dog under paragraph (1), the
entity that provided the canine training
with respect to the dog under the pilot pro-
gram shall provide follow-up training sup-
port for the life of the dog. Such support
shall include the provision of a contact plan
between the veteran and the entity that en-
ables the veteran to seek and receive assist-
ance from the entity to ensure the dog is
being properly cared for.

(f) ELIGIBILITY FOR OTHER CARE AND TREAT-
MENT.—Participation in the pilot program
under subsection (a) may not preclude a vet-
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eran from receiving any other medical care
or treatment for PTSD furnished by the De-
partment, including therapy, for which the
veteran is otherwise eligible.

(g) COLLECTION OF DATA.—In carrying out
this section, the Secretary shall—

(1) develop metrics and other appropriate
means to measure, with respect to veterans
participating in the pilot program under sub-
section (a)—

(A) the number of such veterans partici-
pating;

(B) the satisfaction of such veterans with
the pilot program;

(C) whether participation in the pilot pro-
gram resulted in any clinically relevant im-
provements for such veterans, as determined
by the health care provider or clinical team
that referred the veteran to participate in
the pilot program; and

(D) such other factors as the Secretary
may determine appropriate; and

(2) establish processes to document and
track the progress of such veterans under
the pilot program with respect to health ben-
efits and improvements.

(h) REPORT BY SECRETARY.—Not later than
one year before the date on which the pilot
program under subsection (a) terminates, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report containing the
recommendations of the Secretary regard-
ing—

(1) whether to extend or make permanent
the pilot program; and

(2) the feasibility and advisability of ex-
panding the pilot program to address mental
health conditions other than PTSD.

(i) GAO BRIEFING AND STUDY.—

(1) BRIEFING.—Not later than one year
after the date of the commencement of the
pilot program under subsection (a), the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall provide to the Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a briefing on the meth-
odology established for the pilot program.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 270 days after
the date on which the pilot program termi-
nates, the Comptroller General shall submit
to the committees specified in paragraph (1)
a report on the pilot program. Such report
shall include an evaluation of the approach
and methodology used for the pilot program
with respect to—

(A) assisting veterans with PTSD; and

(B) measuring relevant metrics, such as re-
duction in scores under the Clinician Admin-
istered PTSD Scale (CAPS), improvement in
psychosocial function, and therapeutic com-
pliance.

(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘accredited service dog train-
ing organization’” means an organization de-
scribed in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 that—

(A) provides service dogs to veterans with
PTSD; and

(B) is accredited by an accrediting organi-
zation with demonstrated experience, na-
tional scope, and recognized leadership and
expertise in the training of service dogs and
education in the use of service dogs (as de-
termined by the Secretary).

(2) The term ‘‘eligible veteran’® means a
veteran who—

(A) is enrolled in the patient enrollment
system in the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs under section 1705 of title 38, United
States Code; and

(B) has been recommended for participa-
tion in the pilot program under subsection
(a) by a qualified mental health care pro-
vider or clinical team based on medical judg-
ment that the veteran may benefit from such
participation with respect to the diagnosed
PTSD of the veteran.
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